CHAPTER V
insurrection which later came to be known as the
J- Emmet Rebellion took place a few weeks after Lord
Redesdale returned to Dublin and it left its sinister mark
on the rest of his official life in Ireland. It directly affected
his attitude towards the Irish people by stiffening his
opposition to many conditions which, much as he dis-
liked them, he had previously been disposed to regard
with charity and even with indulgence. This change
raised him up many enemies who were ready and anxious
to blacken the character of any English official holding
high office in the country, and who stopped at no intrigue
to increase the difficulties of his position and, if possible,
to render it intolerable. Most of the subsequent troubles
can be traced to this disastrous occurrence.
The Irish Government were well aware that trouble
was brewing. Information had been received and sworn
to on the loth July, that an insurrection was to take
place directly the French landed. In Dublin the arms and
ammunition belonging to the yeomen were to be instantly
seized. Six men were appointed to surround each yeoman's
house on the night of die rising and intelligence was to
be conveyed from townland to townland by people
regularly appointed for the work. All loyalists, both men
and women, were to be put to death and it was the inten-
tion to proclaim one religion and Buonaparte Protector.
An explosion in Patrick Street, caused by the ignition of
a quantity of loose gunpowder, with which two men
were making fuses, increased the Lord Lieutenant's
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